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Why a master’s degree and career  
in international business and trade?

Master’s Programs in International Business and Trade
HINRICH FOUNDATION GUIDE

A career in global trade is both challenging and rewarding. The complex trade 
landscape drives demand for skilled professionals with internationally  
transferable capabilities. 

This field provides a global perspective on cross-border business operations while 
enhancing cultural understanding, strategic thinking and communication skills. 
Careers in global trade open up diverse opportunities across global value chains, 
often involving international travel and the chance to influence global economic 
trends and policies.

A master’s degree in international business and trade can equip you for  
leadership roles and help advance your trade career. Highlights of careers in  
global trade include:

Diverse opportunities Careers in global trade range from business development, sourcing, 
manufacturing and logistics to marketing, finance, government relations and ESG 
compliance. 

A master’s degree allows for exploration and specialization, helping you find 
your niche in international business and trade.

Global perspective Studying and working in global trade helps you to develop an international  
perspective, enabling you to contribute to how businesses operate across 
countries and cultures.

You will participate in shaping economic trends globally, and experience  
how trade policy and geopolitics influence the business landscape.

Impactful work Global trade professionals play a crucial role in shaping global markets, 
influencing policy and driving economic growth.

This influence can lead to positive changes in both the private and public 
sectors, making a trade career rewarding both financially and at the  
societal level.

International travel Working in international business offers opportunities to travel worldwide, 
experience different cultures and adapt to new environments.

This dynamic lifestyle can be stimulating and fulfilling, expanding your horizons 
both professionally and personally.
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Skill enhancement Studying international business and trade hones skills such as cross-cultural 
sensitivity, win-win negotiation techniques and strategic thinking.

Working in different markets demands flexibility, adaptability and an 
understanding of global economics, international law and – increasingly – 
sustainability. You can develop acumen in these areas through a quality  
master’s degree in global trade.

Networking International business study and work provide opportunities to build  
a global network.

Collaborating with professionals worldwide helps to broaden connections, 
opens doors to diverse partnerships, and fosters relationships for business 
opportunities and career advancement.

Language skills A career in international business often requires learning new languages. This 
skill is not only practical, but also enriches personal development, facilitates 
communication, and fosters deeper cultural connections and understanding.

Professional challenges  
and personal growth

Master’s-level study and international trade demand adaptability, problem-
solving skills and resilience.

Overcoming the complexities of international markets, managing cross-border 
relationships and navigating global challenges can be very rewarding, at both 
the personal and professional levels.

For further support to help you select the master’s program that is best for  
your study and career goals, refer to the complete Hinrich Foundation Guide  
to Master’s Programs in International Business and Trade which includes:
•	 Why a master’s degree and career in global trade?
•	 12 criteria of a great master’s program
•	 Key questions to ask for the right program fit
•	 20 leading masters’ programs in international business and trade
•	 Global Trade Leader Scholarship Program
•	 Exploring careers in global trade

To get your free PDF of the complete Hinrich Foundation Guide, 
scan the QR code or download HERE
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